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A WRITER
Mil Riese
Even then I was a writer
scraping my thoughts on cliff walls,
pictures of ghosts and sacred dreams
confetti and dust from a dead jaw.
Not one of my father's fathers
bequeathed me chalk or tablet.
They were proud, and they owned me,
bartered me, along with some painted jars.
Under the careening stars my gold
crackled and waited
until now.
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